
500 Teachers Meet in Las Vegas for VIPKid’s 5th 
“Journey” Conference 

The two-day conference celebrates and forges new connections for online English 
teachers who tutor on the VIPKid platform
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SAN FRANCISCO--On July 13th, 500 teachers gathered at the JW Marriott Las Vegas for 
Journey, VIPKid’s highly-anticipated fifth regional teacher conference. The enthusiasm, passion 
and energy were palpable. Teacher attendees, who joined locally from Las Vegas and who 
traveled across the country from 39 states to participate, were thrilled at the opportunity to 
connect with fellow teachers and hear from VIPKid Founder and CEO, Cindy Mi. 

Husband and wife teachers, Kyle and Ashley Elmer, traveled from Pennsylvania to attend their 
first Journey. Sharing that VIPKid allows them the flexibility they need as foster parents, Kyle 
said that VIPKid “has been a huge blessing” and that “attending Journey on the other side of the 
United States has been so much fun and we cannot wait to share what we learned with our 
students in the classroom.” 

In the morning’s keynote session, Mi discussed her continued dedication to teacher and student 
success during her fireside chat with Kevyn Klein, Head of Global Teacher Community at 
VIPKid. Mi also spoke about the power of VIPKid in teachers’ lives and the positive impact of 
VIPKid’s Rural Education Project, which provides English learning opportunities to over 1,000 
schools in rural China. 

“The global classroom is so powerful when we all work together,” said Mi. “We are empowering 
our communities and are only at the beginning of what we will accomplish in education and 
learning. We are building something truly magical for ourselves and our communities.” 
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Teacher Alicia Weeks of Las Vegas was inspired listening to Mi speak. “Seeing Cindy in person 
you can feel the passion coming through, and for those of us who usually work from our home 
classroom that energy felt really good.” 

Additionally, Mi talked about ​VIPTeach​, the nonprofit organization funded by VIPKid dedicated 
to providing access to quality global education, and its Teacher Courage Awards, which 
honored five teachers outside the VIPKid community who demonstrate the ability to overcome 
hardship and exemplify commitment, creativity, and the ability to inspire in the classroom. 

The day’s programming also included keynote speeches and breakout sessions on topics like 
Chinese culture, community building, social impact and using music in the classroom. 

Teacher Misty Drollinger of Las Vegas returned to Journey for her second time after attending 
VIPKid’s first Journey in Salt Lake City in March 2018. Drollinger shared that “Journey means 
that we all get to come together with a common goal. It means so much for us to be here 
together and share our love of our students and teaching.” 

About VIPKid 

VIPKid is a global education technology company that connects children with the world’s best 
teachers for real-time online English immersion learning. VIPKid’s mission is to inspire and 
empower every child for the future. VIPKid envisions a global classroom that empowers 
students and teachers through personalized learning, connects cultures across the world and 
ignites a passion for lifelong learning. It believes that education is not one-size-fits-all, rather, all 
students are unique and the world is within their reach when connected with great teachers 
capable of personalizing learning and sparking curiosity. 

Founded in 2013 and formally launched in 2014, VIPKid has become China’s market-leading 
online education startup, attracting investment from Tencent, Coatue Management, Sequoia 
Capital, Sinovation Ventures, Yunfeng Capital, Matrix Partners, Learn Capital, Northern Light 
VC and Bryant Stibel, among others. The VIPKid platform currently connects over 600,000 
paying students with over 70,000 teachers in the US and Canada. 
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